and theirs. For 20 years, she was education director 
of the International Ladies Garment Workers 
Union, striving to better conditions for poorly 
treated workers, An original board member 
of Shirley Chisholm's Black Women's Politi- 
cal Caucus, Connie also was the first chair- 
person of the West Orange Human Rights 
Commission. Active with the Ameri- 
can Jewish Committee's Stamp Out 
Hate Campaign. she also visited 
Israel twice on fellowships 


earless journalist. Outspoken labor organizer 

Encouraging educator, Trusted role model. 

Outspoken community activist. Dauntless 
champion of human rights. Gifted speaker 
Leader among women. Loving wife, sister 
and aunt. Friend of many. Advocate for all 
Connie Williams Woodruff was all these 
things and more. With seeming! 
she dedicated her life to helping others 
by giving all she could to her 
community 


In her youth, Connie was city edi 
tor of The Herald News, a New 
ark-based Black weekly. one of the 


Connie spent the last decade of her 
career at Essex County College ir 
Newark as director of public rela- 
tions. As a former two-term mem- 
ber of the National Democratic 
Committee, she put her political 


few women nationwide accordec 
such an important voice. Over the 


years, she served on more th 


hirty boards and foundations. She 


lege found a Women's Center. Her 


xd use, helping the col- 


naster's degree in labor studies 
as a springboard to teaching la- 
bor studies courses. 
Heritage Par As | See It.” Connie's weekly col 
imn in City News, was consid 
Six New ereda m 
appointed Connie t рс 
ssions. For 16 ye Cablevisio 
N € ved nothing 
he Status of W great wisd 
wo ге f veloved sc 
al Assoc Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Al- 
sions on Wome ha So and the thousands of 
Proud and ev 1 ‹ ways. She and her husband Bill, w 
Americ е. € fought а her. were com- 
for the civil rights of \ Trinity St. Philip 
facing the t her e € s boti 


Connie Williams Woodruff 
October 24, 1921-October 19, 1996 
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Connie's father, Frederick Isaac Williams (1885-1990), lived 
to be 105 years old. Her mother, Caroline (Carrie) Pines 
Williams (1890-1970), was a caterer in Newark's Central 
Ward — and a well-known Republican District Leader. 


Although she eventually became a two-term Democratic National Committeewoman, 
Connie was a Republican stalwart in her youth. Here, she teaches a class for the 
Republican School of Politics. 


When important people 
came to Newark, 
Connie invariably was 
on the scene covering 
the event for The 
Herald News or 


providing the unforget- 
table commentary as a 
much-sought-after 
mistress of ceremonies. 
Here, she greets Jackie 
Robinson, a fellow 
crusader for human 
rights. (с. 1950) 


As city editor 
of The Herald 
News, Connie 
danced on 
every set. One 
of her first as- 
signments was 
covering Sugar 
Ray Robinson. 
With them, 
right, is William 
“Jazz” Jones of 
the Newark 
Boys’ and Girls’ 
Club. 


At a Newark gala, Connie, left, faces 
the camera with Gordon and Sallie 
Parks, Sammy Davis, Jr. and the 
Dodgers' pitching ace Joe Black. 


When Golconda Lodge went to Boston to pay homage to 
Prince Hall, who originated Free Masonry in America, 
Connie was in the midst of it all 


Connie led the 
charge of Essex 
County women 
plugging Larrie 
West Stalks, 
front, for Regis- 
ter of Deeds. 
East Orange's 
Corinna Kay, 
left, Connie, 
third from right, 
and former 
Essex County 
Freeholder 
Director Reita 


Creenstone, 


right 


For exemplary community service to the Newark community, 
annie and Fred Danieli, founder of The Garden State Ballet, 
unty College. 


In the 19 a 970s Kinchen provided the commentary 
for the Attu cing ӨГ е in Newark. With them are 
Queenie James, left, and Danny Williams, top hat. 


THANKS, 
Connie — 
for all the 
wonderful 
memories! 
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